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Warm UP!—“Each One Reach One”
Romans 9:1-3, 10:1-2, 14-15, 17—Week One—03/02/2008
INTRODUCTION: 

Rev. Lieghton Ford was speaking at an open-air crusade in Halifax, Nova Scotia. Billy Graham was to speak there the next night and had arrived a day early. Billy Graham came incognito and sat on the grass at the rear of the crowd. Because he was wearing a hat and dark glasses, no one recognized him.  Directly in front of him sat an elderly gentleman who seemed to be listening intently to Bro. Ford.  When he invited people to come forward as an open sign of commitment, Billy decided to do a little personal evangelism. He tapped the man on the shoulder and asked, "Would you like to accept Christ? I'll be glad to walk down with you if you want to." 

The old man looked him up and down, thought it over for a moment, and then said, "Naw, I think I'll just wait till the big gun comes tomorrow night." Billy Graham and Lieghton Ford have had several good chuckles over that incident. Unfortunately, it underlines how, in the minds of many people, evangelism is the task of the "Big Guns," not the "little shots."—Good News is for Sharing, 1977, David C. Cook Publishing Co., p. 67. 

In preparing for his book, Lieghton Ford talked to a lot of people, and the fear issue came up front again and again. What makes people hesitate to share their faith? Here are some of the fears that were mentioned to him: 

· “I am afraid I might do more harm than good.”

· “I don't know what to say.”

· “I may not be able to give snappy answers to tricky questions.”

· “I may seem bigoted.”

· “I may invade someone's privacy.”

· “I am afraid I might fail.”

· “I am afraid I might be a hypocrite.”

Perhaps the most common fear, however, is that of being rejected. A survey was given to those attending training sessions for the Billy Graham crusade in Detroit. 
One question asked, “What is your greatest hindrance to witnessing?”
9% said they were too busy to remember to do it. 

28% felt the lack of real information to share. 

None said they didn't really care. 

12% said their own lives were not speaking as they should. 

51% said that they feared how the other person would react! 

None of us likes to be rejected, ridiculed, or regarded as an oddball. 

Good News is for Sharing, 1977, David C. Cook Publishing Co., Page 15. 

A recent Gallup poll indicated that out of all evangelical, American believers, "only two percent had introduced another person to Christ." 

J.K. Johnston, Discovery House, 1992, p. 140.

Makes you wonder, “What are the other 98% doing?  Do they really believe in Christ?”  What about us?  Could we each one reach one person for the Lord in the next month?

NOTE:  You may not agree with everything in the following article, but I would read it through in advance and try to summarize the general idea during your introduction.  It could be read in its entirety, if you feel like it is not TMI (too much information).

Adapted from—How To Share Your Faith Without Being a Jerk
by Timothy Peck

Today I want to talk about how to share our faith in Jesus Christ with others in a productive way.   Today I want to essentially do two things. First I want to share with you some observations about how our cultural context has changed in the last few decades, and then I want to share four principles about how to share our faith in Jesus.  This is not a complete workshop, but I trust that you will hear the message today.


I want to talk first about how our context has changed.  I believe many of us who love Jesus can come off as rather annoying or obnoxious because we don’t understand how our culture is changing.  From the time when the NT was written until the 1500s, people were mostly illiterate and truth was based on relationships of authority.  You didn’t question authority because people in authority knew better than you and were more educated than you were.  This was a time of kings, bishops, and emperors, and it was all about power.

Modernism grew out of the 1500s and it basically believed that reason would be the answer to everything.  The events that led to the birth of modernism in the 16th century were the invention of the printing press, the rise of science, and the Protestant Reformation.  Modernism believed that all human evils would be solved through reason and technology.  Modernism was book focused, and from that point on literacy rates began rising and the primary way to communicate was the written page.


The rise of postmodernism is harder to date, but some people think it started in the 1980s.  Postmodernism is not confident that reason and technology will solve all our problems, because technology has created as many problems as it has solved. Postmodernism is suspicious that everyone has a hidden agenda, that there are no people who are entirely neutral. In postmodernism digital technology and the Internet are the primary modes of communication.  Characteristics of postmodernism are cultural pluralism, an emphasis on tolerance, a belief that there’s no such thing as absolute truth, and a focus on individual freedom and liberty.

We live in this transition from modernism to postmodernism, which means there are lots of people who embrace modernist assumptions, but increasing numbers of people who embrace postmodern assumptions. I believe this transition has enormous implications for how we share our faith in Jesus Christ with others. Not understanding these changes is often what makes us seem “clueless” when we try to talk about Jesus.

Let’s take a look at some contrasting distinctions between the modern and the postmodern eras…

In modernism outreach was about CONQUEST, but in postmodernism it’s about SERVICE.  In modernism, outreach was having a Bible in one hand and a sword in another hand.  It was believed that ultimately Christians would "Christianize" the world. Christopher Columbus was a typical modern Christian, as he came believing he was on a mission from God to spread the Christian faith, yet he also freely used violence and power to spread his message.  In modernism it was often hard to separate the message of Jesus Christ from western European culture, because the two had become so mixed together.  In modernism, Christians talk about “taking their cities for God,” and “winning souls to Christ.”   The language modernist Christians used to speak of outreach was the language of conquest and victory.


Today a conquest approach to outreach terrifies most non-Christians.  This may be because the Christian faith has a rough track record in this area, whether it’s the Crusades of the middle ages or the Salem witch trials in Puritan New England.  The vast majority of the media is quick to label us as “right wing extremists” simply because we have faith in Jesus Christ!  More and more people view Christians as radical or even dangerous, and when we use conquest terminology, we may contribute to this.

I believe outreach today must be much more service oriented.  Here’s a case in point.  Mother Teresa spoke at the Presidential Prayer Breakfast a few years ago, and she wasn’t shy to speak out against abortion.  As she put it, “If you don’t want your baby, don’t abort it. Give it to me. I’ll raise it.”  No one questioned whether she was serious or not, because she had devoted her life to service, to ministry.  Her life of service to Jesus Christ gave her credibility to say that.  Before outreach was PROGRAM BASED, but now it’s RELATIONSHIP BASED. Most of what the Christian Church in America does in regard to outreach goes back to a preacher named Charles Finney, who lived in the mid-1800s. Finney was an attorney who became a Christian, and basically he viewed effective outreach as finding the right methodology.  Finney is the man who popularized the altar call, the idea of calling people forward in church to receive Christ.  Finney believed that if you had an outreach event and no one came to know Christ, it was because you didn’t use the right methodology.  This legacy of Finney is where we get a lot of our ideas about evangelism programs, about special revival meetings, advertising, and so forth.

A programmatic approach worked fairly well when most people in our nation were essential nominal Christians, people who knew about Jesus, who knew the Bible, who believed in God, and so forth, but who simply didn’t trust themselves to Jesus. But when we view outreach as essentially using a program or a method, we come off as pushy salespeople. 

On Amazon.com readers can post on-line reviews of certain books. One of the books on evangelism had an online review of it. The reader said, “This book is not only great for witnessing, but it has done wonders for my Amway business!  By using the methods and techniques in this book, my Amway sales have gone through the roof!”   The preacher acted as if this was a joke.  However, many Christians feel like they must have a salesman personality to be a soul winner.  But today effective outreach must be far more relationship based rather than program based.  A lot of people are suspicious of big programs, and rightfully so if we are using the same techniques in evangelism that work for selling Amway.  Postmodern people have a “hidden agenda” detector because they’ve been targeted so long in commercials.  Our evangelism programs simply sound like another marketing scheme to them.  


In modernism outreach was an EVENT, but today its much more of a PROCESS. When American churches used to think of outreach, they thought of doing outreach events. This is because outreach in America used to be about reaching nominal Christians, people who were born into a Christian home, had a Christian heritage, understood the Bible, believed in God, accepted the Ten Commandments, and so forth. Essentially churches were reaching people who were already religious but who hadn’t yet trusted in Jesus Christ or if they had they were now in a backslidden state.


Now I’m in no way against outreach events, but more and more unchurched people are streaming into churches, wanting to see what the Christian faith is all about. They don’t want to see a show, but they want to see what a genuine Christian community looks like. Because today’s unchurched person is so thoroughly secularized, reaching them is entirely different than reaching nominal Christians who already accept the truthfulness of the Christian message. Before today’s secularized person decides to become a follower of Jesus, there’s a lot of ground to cover, lots of issues and questions to address.  They may begin attending as a seeker, and that process from seeker to surrender to Jesus is different for everyone. Viewing outreach as a process is very different than how most of us have been taught to view it, but it’s increasingly process oriented. Outreach events are still important, but they have to be part of an overall process or else they’ll only touch nominal Christians and not reach our secular society.


Finally, in modernism outreach tried to prove that the message was TRUE, but in postmodernism we have to demonstrate that the message is RELEVANT.  You see, modernism so exalted reason that Christians had to demonstrate that believing in Jesus was not irrational.  To do this, Christians become focused on things like evidence, facts, arguments, and apologetics.  The Church was very slow in doing this, but now we have lots of great resources to show that believing in Jesus is intellectually credible. The Christian faith is a reasonable faith, not an irrational leap in the dark, and that approach works great with people with modernist assumptions.  However, more and more people today are not asking whether or not the Christian faith is true.  Postmodern people seem to be suspicious of people who think they have all the facts, because they know theories change and often people with facts have a hidden agenda that skews the way they present the facts.  Postmodern people are asking whether the Christian faith works, not whether it’s true.  Postmodern people in general don’t want to know truth about God, but they want to know and experience God himself.  So if I share sixteen reasons why the resurrection of Jesus really happened or forty Messianic Prophecies fulfilled in Jesus Christ, they may respond in bewilderment, “So what. What does that mean to me and my life today?”


We’ve got to show first that the message of Jesus is RELEVANT, and then we can show the reason why it’s relevant is because its TRUE.  So our context has changed drastically. Often we come across to the world as “freaks” because we’re approaching outreach as conquest, program based, event oriented, and focused on proving the truthfulness of the Christian faith. Yet increasingly today’s secularized people are terrified by conquest terminology, yearning for authentic relationships, hoping for someone to let them be in process, and wanting to know if the Christian faith is relevant to their lives.  So often it’s not the Christian message that’s offensive to people, but it’s our own approach.


In the past our witnessing techniques have been operated with a “hit-and-miss” type of philosophy with no stated goals.  We have no particular purposes.  We stumble through life from month-to-month and year-to-year wondering why our churches are not growing.  We know that we are supposed to be witnesses, but we need to begin with a very simple understanding of ourselves and develop a philosophy for reaching others.


One more contrast between the last two generations is their view of the Church and its role in evangelization.  In the past we have always thought of the Church as the FIELD.  If we could just get the unsaved people in to attend Church we felt sure that they would get saved.  Our theme song was, “Bring Them In, Bring Them In, Bring the wandering ones to Jesus!”  Monday through Saturday have been the days for our secular lives, but Sunday was a day to work for the Lord!  Perhaps we have had it a bit backwards!  The Church is not necessarily the FIELD—it can be, but it is actually a FORCE!  We don’t need to focus so much on the Building, but on the Body of Christ at work in this world Monday through Saturday.  Sunday is the day of rest, revitalization, restoration, refueling.  The preacher is the equipper for those who minister each and every day!   Our theme song will then become, “Make Me a Blessing To Someone Today!”

How Can We Share Our Faith? (Romans 9:1-3, 10:1-2, 14-15, 17)
Now with that all said, how can we learn from Paul how to share our faith without being obnoxious?  Let’s allow the apostle Paul mentor us for our remaining few minutes together, so we can learn from him. Certainly Paul was no stranger to changing cultures, yet he was able to effectively share the message of Jesus with people.

I. CARE — LOVE!
The first principle is this: BY CARING ABOUT SEEKERS. We find this principle in Romans 9:1-3. (READ)  Notice how much Paul cares about his lost countrymen here. There’s no doubt that Paul loves them. He’s torn up about their condition, and he’d be willing to somehow sacrifice his own salvation to bring them to faith in Jesus Christ.


I’m convinced most Christians simply don’t care all that much for non-Christians.  

We’ve worked hard to make “seeker sensitive” churches, but we’ve failed to develop seeker sensitive Christians.  It’s very difficult to share Jesus Christ with a person you don’t really like or care about.  Think of the message of Jesus as being like a song... 
Our caring is like the music, and the lyrics are like the good news about Jesus. They’ve got to hear the music before the words can penetrate their heart.
Now I’m not talking about caring about a person conditionally, as if it were a manipulation technique to get someone to believe in Jesus.  Some cult groups practice something called “love bombing,” where potential members are drowned in a sea of love and caring, but it’s all conditional upon their conversion and involvement in the group. I know some groups of Christians who come across like this.  So many times we have heard the statement:  “The world really does not care how much you know until they know how much you care!”  And it is still true today!


II. PRAYER — LEAN! 


Next we can share our faith BY PRAYING FOR SEEKERS.  That’s what we find modeled for us in Romans 10:1.  Paul actually spent time praying for his countrymen who didn’t have a relationship with Jesus Christ. He wasn’t just praying for them as a faceless, nameless mass, but he prayed for actual people, family members and friends, former colleagues and friends who didn’t know Jesus.


If you’re having trouble caring for a person, try praying for that person every day until you start caring. Ask God to bless that person, to fill his or her life with God’s presence and greatness. Pray for God’s will to be done, for that person to be enriched with friends and family.  Some find it helpful to do prayer walks in their neighborhoods—just a casual walk around the block, but as you walk silently praying for the people you see, for that nosy neighbor across the street, for the family with the out of control across the street.  We have much more of desire to share Jesus with friends, loved ones, and even strangers that we have been praying for.

III. DARE — LEARN!
Let me give you a third principle: we DARE TO AFFIRM WHAT IS POSITIVE IN THEIR LIVES. That’s what we see in 10:2. Paul could’ve said, "My Jewish countrymen are totally wrong. They’re so focused on do’s and don’ts that they are blind to God’s grace." But instead, he affirms something in their lives that they have right, namely their zeal for God. It’s a zeal not based on knowledge, but it’s a real zeal nonetheless.
Now some of you are thinking, “But Pastor, you don’t know my unchurched friends!”  Paul was talking about religious people here, people who already believed in God, accepted the Ten Commandments, and so forth. Of course he could find something to affirm in their lives, but I can’t find anything positive to affirm in my unchurched friends.  But I find it fascinating that Paul did the exact same thing when he spoke to the irreligious Athenians on Mars Hill in Acts 17. Paul says he can see they are very religious, and he observes that they’ve even built an altar to an unknown god. But he doesn’t say, "You stupid idiots, how can you worship these idols made of wood and clay. How dumb can you get?" He says, "What you worship as something unknown, that is what I’m proclaiming to you when I tell you about Jesus Christ."

You see, Christians are reluctant to affirm positive things in other people’s lives because they’re afraid that this will be misunderstood as their endorsement of their whole lifestyle. So if I affirm my non-Christian friend’s honesty at work, it will make him think I approve of the fact that he’s living with his girlfriend and has a child out of wedlock. Yet Paul didn’t have that hang-up. He freely affirmed what he saw that was positive in their lives. And if Paul could find things to affirm in the Athenians, you can I can find things in the lives of our unchurched friends.


IV. SHARE — LEAD!


We share our faith by speaking the message.  We see this principle in vv. 14-15.  Consider the word “preaching” in v. 14.  We tend to think of preaching as something negative, as a kind of scolding or nagging. But the Greek word is not a negative, nagging, scolding word. To preach is simply to announce something publicly. So what Paul is talking about here is different than what most people think of as preaching in our culture. Preaching is simply publicly speaking a message.


The other word is the word “sent” in v. 15. The Greek word here is apostello, and it’s the same word that the word “apostle” comes from. It means to send a person as an official representative of someone else, like an ambassador of a president goes to represent that president to a foreign nation. So not just anyone can preach this message, but it must be someone who is sent by Jesus.  That someone is the Christian community, the Church. Jesus said to his Church, "As the Father sent me, so now I send you" (John 20:21). We are the ones who are sent, authorized with the message.


The message is what the Bible calls the gospel or the good news about Jesus Christ. It centers in on God sending Jesus to the world at Christmas, Jesus’ perfect life, his sacrificial death on the cross and his resurrection from the dead. The message centers in on the fact that Christ died for us, so we can be made right with God and come into God’s kingdom. This good news is the theme of the book of Romans, so if you understand Romans, you understand the message.


Now I find from this section two important things to keep in mind when we speak the message about Jesus. First, we must tell it accurately. This word “sent” tells us that it’s not our message that we share, but it’s Jesus’ message. We don’t have the liberty to water down the message or to leave out parts of it people may find difficult to accept or understand. We’ve got to accurately share the good news.


Second, we must tell it positively. The last part of v. 15 is from Isaiah 52:7 about a messenger’s feet being beautiful. Back then they didn’t our modern media methods, so news was communicated by foot through messengers. These messengers would come to a community with news about what was going on in other places, and you could tell just by looking at the messenger whether it was good news or bad news. A messenger with a spring in his step and a smile on his face was bringing good news. The “beautiful feet” is simply a way of saying a messenger with good news is a sight for sore eyes.

CONCLUSION:  One more principle: We share our faith BY trusting in the power of the message. That’s what we find in v. 17.  Faith is not generated because we use the right technique, the right speaker, or some special program.  Faith is generated by the message itself, the good news of Jesus Christ. This is saying the same thing as Romans 1:17, where we learned that the good news of Jesus Christ is the power of God in action to bring about salvation for everyone who believes.

So many Christians don’t really believe that the message itself is powerful. We think we have to prop the message up with special programs or sales techniques. We focus so much on methodology that we neglect the very thing that transforms people. If we believe in the power of the message, we don’t have to rely on special techniques or methods, because if we can just accurately communicate the good news, that itself will generate faith.

So there you have it: How to share your faith in Jesus without becoming so annoying and obnoxious that people completely dismiss the gospel message. The Church of God in America is awakening to a very different context than what existed fifty years ago. Outreach is no longer about conquest, program based, event oriented, and focused on proving the truth of the Christian faith. More and more effective outreach is focused on service, relationship based, a process and focused on demonstrating the relevance of the Christian faith. We can follow Paul’s example with CARE, through PRAYER, if we’ll take the DARE and simply SHARE with FAITH in God. 

With Easter just three months away, I think we face a wonderful opportunity to grow in these areas in the coming days and weeks.

George Sweeting, in his book “The No-Guilt Guide for Witnessing,” tells of a man by the name of John Currier who was found guilty of murder and sentenced to life in prison. Later he was transferred and paroled to work on a farm near Nashville, Tennessee.  A few years later Currier's sentence was terminated, and a letter bearing the good news was sent to him. But John never saw the letter, nor was he told anything about it. Life on that farm was hard and without promise for the future. Yet John kept doing what he was told even after the farmer for whom he worked had died.  Ten years went by.  Then a State Parole Officer learned about Currier's plight, found him, and told him that his sentence had been terminated.  He was a free man.  What a shock!  Sweeting concluded that story by asking, “Would it matter to you if someone sent you an important message—the most important in your life—and year after year the urgent message was never delivered?”  We who have heard the good news and experienced freedom through Christ are responsible to proclaim it to others still enslaved by sin. Are we doing all we can to make sure that people get the message?

Our Daily Bread, November 6, 1994.
Christ met unbelievers where they were.  According to one count, the gospels record 132 contacts that Jesus had with people. Six were in the Temple, four in the synagogues and 122 were out with the people in the mainstream of life.  That’s 92%!

J.K. Johnston, Why Christians Sin, Discovery House, 1992, p. 142. 

According to Leadership magazine, we need to reach out now!  There survey found that 19 out of every 20 who become Christians do so before they reach the age of 24.

After age 25, only one in 10,000 

After age 35, only one in 40,000 

After age 45, only one in 200,000 

After age 55, only one in 300,000 

After age 65, only one in 500,000 

After age 74, only one in 700,000.


Leadership, V. 1, p.55.
THE CHALLENGE:  The preacher in the Charles Shelton’s book “In His Steps” put out a challenge to his congregation.  I have thought about it.  What if we put out a challenge for witnessing and outreach?  Now what if I put out some other type of challenge like say to challenge each one of you to find ONE DOLLAR worth of change over the next year?  Most of you would figure out a way to get it done even if I told you that each and every coin must come from a place that does not already belong to you or your family—someplace out in the general public.  Perhaps you would find some on the sidewalk, in the mall, or out in a field somewhere.  No rummaging through the sofa or through the back seat of the car—it would have to be found outside of your normal property area.  It would be tough, but most of you could still do it given a year.  However, what if I put out the challenge for each one to reach one with the gospel and to see one soul saved in the year 2008?  I am afraid that many would rather look for $1.00 worth of change than to seek to save one lost soul this year.

Could you take up the challenge today?  

· Will you begin to care for the souls of the lost?  Love them!
· Will you spend time in prayer for those you want to reach?  Lean on Christ!
· Will you dare to affirm positive areas of their lives?  Learn to accept them!
· Will you share the good news in an accurate and positive way?  Lead the way!
The Gospels of Matthew, Mark, Luke, and John 

Are read by more than a few, 

But the one that is most read and commented on 

Is the gospel according to you. 

You are writing a gospel, a chapter each day 

By the things that you do and the words that you say, 

Men read what you write, whether faithless or true, 

Say, what is the gospel according to you? 

Do men read His truth and His love in your life, 

Or has yours been too full of malice and strife? 

Does your life speak of evil, or does it ring true? 

Say, what is the gospel according to you? 


—Arthur McPhee
As we the Spring weather moves in, and we Warm UP, let’s be warmed in our spirits to renew a commitment to reach out to all those around us!  This “UP from the Grave!” Outreach Contest is the opportunity to do just that!  Let’s reach out!

